Buffalo Niagara housing market on a roll 


Sellers gain the upper hand as buyers compete for homes in best areas | PAGEGI 


‘THE BUFFALO NEWS 


SUNDAY 


He still reigns 
as king of courts 


The Cavaliers’ LeBron James 
just turned 33, but he seems 
even better with age | Page B1 
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Albright-Knox progra 
opens new vistas for the blind 


a ee Na 
SS š 


233: 


RHO 


ead ee & fe 


vé 
7 > 


: 
ci 


z 
me 


Linda Lazzaro interacts with the wall of beads in the installation “Untitled (Water)” by Felix Gonzalez-Torres during a program 
for the visually impaired at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery last week. 


Participants experience gallerys collection 
through multisensory tours and activities 
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By CoLIN DABKOWSKI 


inda Lazzaro is in love with painting. §] Her descriptions of the 
oils and acrylics at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery brim with emo- 
tion, cutting straight to the heart of an artist’s intention. { “One 
picture moved me to tears because it described want, poverty and 
neglect,” Lazzaro said of a painting in the gallery’s collection, likely a 19th- 
century piece by Honoré Daumier. “I felt a physical feeling of real sadness. I 
wanted to reach into that painting, snatch everybody and take them home 
with me.” { For Lazzaro, the color purple evokes “a depth of passion and 
coolness.” Red reminds her of “the warmth of cooked apple, tomato soup or 
sauce.” And blue brings to mind images of “picking blueberries on a cool, 
summer day.” { But here’s the impressive part: Lazzaro has never seen a 
color. She’s never seen a painting or a sculpture. Or, for that matter, a bowl 


NEWS ARTS CRITIC 


of tomato soup. She is blind. | SEE ART ON PAGE A9 


Still smoking? A robot 
might help you quit 


By KAREN ROBINSON 


NEWS BUSINESS REPORTER 


You’ve smoked for years. You 
know you should quit. Your doctor, 
relatives and friends have begged 
you to do so, to no avail. 

But what if a robot zipping 
around the Buffalo Niagara Medi- 
cal Campus read you the riot act? 

Maybe the robot could also pick 
up discarded cigarette butts and 
squirt water at people if they give it 
ahard time. 

That’s what Matthew K. Enstice, 
head of the BNMC Inc. nonprofit 
organization that oversees the 120- 
acre campus, is thinking about. 

“This would be like a giant 
Roomba. It’s like a Roomba that 
might look like a human,” said En- 


executive officer. “I don’t know 
what they can do, but we’ve been in 
talks with people to figure out how 
to do it.” 

To some, it may sound a bit far 
out there. An internet search found 
no references to robots being used 
to help people quit smoking. 

Joseph S. Baschnagel, chair- 
man of the Rochester Institute of 
Technology’s Health and Addic- 
tions Research Center, expressed 
some doubts about whether it 
would work. 

Enstice acknowledged he first 
thought of it “half-seriously.” 

But he remains undeterred. 

“Tm totally serious about this,” 
said Enstice, who hatched the idea 
after a recent summer trip to San 
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Linda Lazzaro uses her hands to examine a 
foam bust during an art class at the gallery. 
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Photos by Derek Gee/Buffalo News 


End of ‘net 
neutrality, 
bad service 
rile many 


Internet speed, access spur 
complaints across region 


By JERRY ZREMSKI 


NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF 


WASHINGTON 
the offices of Rep. Brian Higgins in recent 
weeks with complaints about a first-world 
problem: a federal agency’s decision to end 
“net neutrality,” an Obama-era policy aimed 
at forcing internet service providers to allow 
the same access to all websites without play- 
ing favorites. 

Meantime, in poorer parts of Buffalo and 
rural swaths of Erie County and the nation 
at large, residents still cope with third-world 
internet service that’s — ~~~ 
far slower than what the 
modern economy de- 
mands. 

Those two issues may 
seem to be unrelated, but 
at least one fact appears 
to tie them together. 

“T think the thing that 
gets people upset about 
losing net neutrality is 
that there’s a distrust of 
the providers” — the com- 
panies that offer internet 
service, 
professor and communications law expert at 
the University at Buffalo School of Law. 

“People are upset about companies they 
don’t have a lot of faith in getting even more 
power,” he said. 

Millennials, in particular, don’t want the 
big internet providers to have more power to 
control content and maybe charge more for 
some of it, several sources said. 

“T think it raises a big concern for a lot of 
consumers,” said Sean Myers, chief operating 
officer for VETRO FiberMap, a mapping soft- 
ware product engineered in part byateam in 
downtown Buffalo. 

Proof that people distrust their internet 
providers can be found in a survey of more 
than 2,000 Erie County residents conduct- 
ed as part of a larger county study on local 
broadband access. Some 71 percent of the 
people who responded tothe survey said they 
were not satisfied with their internet service. 

Perhaps it should be no surprise, then, 
that more people complained to Higgins’ of- 
fice last year about the loss of net neutrality 


People inundated 
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said Mark Bartholomew, an associate 


See Internet on Page A8 


‘Ts this the end of my life?’: In Hawaii, 
false missile alert causes mad scoamble 


By Amy B WANG, 
Dan LAMOTHE 
AND GREG MILLER 


WASHINGTON POST 


For 38 harrowing minutes, resi- 
dents and tourists in Hawaii were left 
to believe that missiles were stream- 
ing across the sky toward the Pacific 
island chain after an erroneous alert 
Saturday morning bythestate’s emer- 
gency management agency. 

The episode underscored the al- 
ready heightened level of anxiety at 
the western edge of the United States 
amid mounting tensions with North 
Korea over its nuclear arsenal and 
the menacing social media exchang- 
es between President Trump and its 
leader, Kim Jong Un. 


AX EMERGENCY ALERTS 


Emergency Alert 

BALLISTIC MISSILE THREAT INBOUND TO 
HAWAII. SEEK IMMEDIATE SHELTER, THIS 
IS NOT A DRILL. 


Getty Images 


Ascreen shot taken by Hawaiian 
citizen Alison Teal shows the alert 


to Hawaii,” warned an 8:07 a.m. mes- 
sage transmitted across the state’s 
cellphone networks. “Seek immedi- 
ate shelter. This is not a drill.” 

Only after an inexplicable delay 
by the state agency - during which 
residents scrambled to seek shelter 
and contact relatives - was a subse- 
quent message sent describing the 
missile warning as a “false alarm.” 

The frightening mistake, which 
Democratic Gov. David Ige later at- 
tributed to a state employee’s errant 
push of a button, prompted outrage 
and calls for an investigation into 
how such an error could occur and 
take so long to correct. 

On the island of Oahu, Adam 
Kurtz of Palolo woke up four min- 


stice, BNMC president and chief See Roboton Page A9 “Ballistic missile threat inbound on her mobile phone Saturday. See Hawaiion Page A5 
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